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the rocks for transportation. Wind armed with sharp-toothed
abrasive grains of hard minerals is a natural sandblast, scouring the
rocks and wearing them down. Rain gradually dissolves the more
soluble minerals out of the surface rock, leaving tiny pits in the

FIGURE 67.   A granite boulder split by a growing tree in Custer
County, South Dakota.   (U. S. Forest Service.)
surface which facilitate further action by rain, wind and sun.
Wind blows, and rain washes away, the protecting mantle of debris
(mantle rock) formed by spalling, exposing the underlying mas-
sive rock anew to the attack of its natural enemies. Like the
scouring off of the first layer of oxide to be formed on an aluminum
pan, the removal of the products of atmospheric action subjects the
parent body to further assaults. Other actions go on relentlessly.